
• Spanish for travelers, the basics offered after 5PM
• Cribbage, bridge and or chess
• Computer classes offered @ 5PM
• Yoga/Pilates
• Studying WW II or the Great Depression
• How to “declutter” your home, downsizing, organizing for your next stage of life. (Personally, I 

find older people have a hard time letting go of “THINGS”.
• What about a travelogue of the Far East, China or Italy for those who can’t afford or aren’t able 

to travel.
• I have a friend who is learning to play MahJong and seems to love it. I know nothing about it, 

except you play it alone on the computer.
• Over the weekend I talked to a few “seniors” and they suggested Italian or Chinese cooking, 

body language, handwriting analysis, History of the Pyramids/King Tut, Middle East history, 
politics, religion.

• Life in the 40’s or another decade (15)
• China, India, Brazil, German language, Latin
• Baseball
• Archeology, Egypt, biblical countries, travel, Russian history
• Debate:  Christianity vs. atheism
• History of an era—the enlightenment, for example
• The press and politics
• Reel biopics and the real deal biographies
• Malaysian or Indonesian or Chinese language and culture
• Detectives—fiction and fact, literary detectives
• War in literature and film
• Anything Jorgen chooses to teach will be good
• There are men that would like a class on just basic cooking methods and the language
• Lawn maintenance
• More cooking classes for 1 and 2
• Other cultures
• Would it be possible for Prof. Bleyle to repeat his Old Music in contemporary world session?
• Wild food foraging
• International folklore
• Homemade lotions and bath enhancement plus therapy
• Writing workshops—sci fi, mystery, children’s screenplays
• Hirsal Hialins
• China, India, Brazil, German language, Latin, music appreciation
• Native Americans yesterday and today
• The medicine wheel and shamans
• Edible wild plants, poisonous plants
• Native American history class
• Changing role of journalism since WWII—are they a dying breed in our wireless world?
• More on human treatment of livestock
• Iowa and the civil war
• Repeat some topics of the past such as latest medicine
• Current events, Great Decisions 2010, 19th and 20th century topics
• US presidents, Great Decisions, population control
• Sketching for people who think they can’t drawHistory of socialisms (effects, results, spread, 

violence)
• Finding leaders like the ones for this course is most important



• Wanted to take the following course and couldn’t so I hope they will be repeated:  Listening to 
Music, History of Iowa State Athletics, Life in the Thirties, Animal and Human Interactions, Iowa 
as the Early Wild West, Reminiscing about Your 4-H Experiences, and Fresh Approach to 
Cooking for One or Two

• Fantastic cinema:  sci fi and fantasy in the movies
• History of the US navy
• History of aviation:  military, commercial, and private
• Foreign film festival
• Women/men/children in films; film techniques; and decade of films
• Cooking/baking:  not just recipes, but topics like storage, scientific (why does a certain 

ingredient change the texture), how different methods affect nutrition, substitutes
• More classes related to movies
• Life in the 40’s
• More music
• A class done in conjunction with municipal performance in Ames area (Town and Gown, Des 

Moines Opera (Indianola), Central Ion Symphony—background on actual program with 
opportunities to attend and later discuss

• Printing class
• I would prefer a day class
• Another round of NT
• Selling on eBay
• Spades
• John Forssman retired literature teacher at Ames High
• Diamonds series
• China, India, Brazil
• Like to see a 2 or 2 week course on Bellevue War
• Underground railroad in Iowa/Midwest, Civil War, Iowa connections/early Norwegian settlers in 

Iowa (Story County) perhaps Arlen Twedt—Ankeny, Everyday life in pioneer Iowa/agricultural 
roots—Steve Gray—Living History Farms

• “Iowa” history:  native tribes and live thru “frontier” times
• Iowa in the 20th or 21st century
• Course on photography computer programs—Photoshop Elements 6
• Ethics and consumer behavior, why so much cell phone talk and texting, current economic 

forces and what is in the future
• An advanced class with similar topic base
• Expansion of home assignments
• Please have Mr. Gartz do additional courses
• More about music
• A class with sessions tied into local art performances—Town and Gown, Central Iowa 

Symphony, C.Y. Stephens, Fisher Theatre, ACTORS, dance, Octagon Exhibit, ISU museums
• Art history with emphasis on painters—Need a dynamic teacher—I wish I knew whom to 

recommend
• Topics that keep us learning
• China, India, Brazil, German, Latin
• 19th and 20th century history, current events, astronomy and energy topics, finance and 

investing, health issues, and geology (Dr. Vondra)
• Rollie could lead an interesting class on just atomic energy (that’s his expertise)
• Iowa history—arts, education, politics, sports
• Antiques
• Train speakers.  Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad/ more foreign train travel speakers



• International travel via rail—air—auto
• Overview of Iowa State history
• 19th and 20th century history, current events, astronomy, energy topics, finance, investment 

topics, health issues
• Latin America and South America—it’s history, politics, economic issues, and U.S. foreign 

policy with South America
• World Geography
• Historical Topics from the 19th and 20th Centuries such as WWI, WWII, Great Depression, 

Korean War, Civil War
• Energy topics
• Economics
• Italian culture and language
• Would like 4 week classes
• Wood carving (whittling)
• Literature:  American Novel in 20th century, Poetry (read it and tell us what it means)
• History:  The cold war—myth or reality, Politics of oil, changes in South America
• Culture:  what boomers know and what they don’t, aspects of antifeminism, and world supplies 

of fresh water
• I would like to take a class in viewing football as a person who enjoys it, but never played. 

What should I watch for that adds more interest to the experience?
• Writing your life stories
• Discussion groups on:  C.S. Lewis, Mark Twain, Dante, and/or Tolstoy
• European art from 1500 to 1900
• Foreign financial markets and the functioning of the global economy
• Current events topics
• 19th and 20th century history
• Astronomy
• Geology and Earth sciences
• Philosophy topics
• Loved the ones you’ve chosen this year.  
• Please continue computer courses again.
• Boone R & R tour and meal
• Bix Beiderbecke music
• Beginner’s architectural tour of Des Moines or ISU
• How to use e-bay on a Mac
• Art History
• More watercolor
• The development of cartoon (include TV cartoons, Bullwinkle & Rocky to The Simpsons, South 

Park, Etc.) films, "Ube Werks to Despicable Me".
• Art history by periods.
• Same format only award winning movies/directors-2 classes
• Opera course similar format to this one.
• Fantastic cinema 1 Science fiction movies.
• Broadway to movies
• Sign language, Tai Chi, Ikebana(Japanese flower arranging)
• Making herbal remedies
• Stephen Schmitt
• Bring back Stephen Schmidt
• Human evolution
• Cultural anthropology



• Fish in our diet
• I like the science topics!
• Historical and scientific topics
• Health and financial planning
• Technology—things so we can keep up
• I loved the ipod class
• More beginning writing courses
• Music—history of popular
• More on landscapes
• Drawing
• Drawing level 2
• Trip to Canadian Rockies or Alaska
• Geology of Iowa—Midwest
• Middle east politics/history/future
• Any sportive science/physics to understand the fast changing world
• South American geography/politics
• World geography
• Framework of astronomy
• Philosophy—epistomodas—Kirksard—Kant
• More physics
• Life during WWII
• Artistic books
• Glimpse into the mesocosm
• Opera appreciation
• Geology at Big Bend, TX
• Greek language or another intro language course—Russian, Chinese, or Japanese
• Anything by V. V.
• Anything Doug wants to do
• More on world religions—Judaism, Christianity, Islam
• Palestine- Israel questions
• Political science—current foreign policy of US
• Social Animal by David Brooks
• Latin for horticulturists
• More about photography
• Modern poetry
• Iowa authors and their books
• Literature courses appeal to me—I’d love a class on folk tales
• 19th or 20th century American poetry
• Play reading
• History of English 
• Advanced MS Word, Part 2
• Purchasing Hardware—what to look for
• How to choose a server
• Adobe
• Overview of Operating Systems
• Installing new programs on your computer
• Facebook and Twitter
• Using a memory stick
• Photoshop



• Short course and visit Des Moines art museum
• Course on Art on Campus
• More watercolors
• Relief and walking stick carving
• Generating electricity with turbin
• Introductory photoshop
• Farm talk for city folk--    A thought for an OLLI course. Us city folk hear agriculture terms all 

the time on the news but don’t always know what they mean (at least I don’t). How about a 
course such as: "Farm Talk For City Folk".  Some topics might be:    What are hybrid seeds
                                      Pork belly
                                      Roundup ready
                                      Futures contracts
                                      Weather/Sun spots
                                      Community farms
                                      Wind generators
                                      Egg production in Iowa
                                      Confinement raising of livestock
                                      Who owns the land in Iowa
                                      Ethical responsibility for the care of the land  And on and on.
                            


