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Conference Highlights

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Rev. Stefan Jonasson, "The Enduring Frontier: Continuity and Change in Prairie Unitarian Universalism"

Friday, 7:45 p.m., Plaza
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As Coordinator of Services for Large Congregations, Stefan Jonasson oversees the Unitarian Universalist Association’s initiatives to better serve congregations with more than 550 members, identifying appropriate resources and developing strategies to deliver them to large congregations in partnership with the Association.  He brings to this work extensive training and experience in organizational development, personnel management, leadership training, church size dynamics, conflict management, and congregational growth and extension. Stefan joined the staff of the Unitarian Universalist Association in 1991, while still a layperson, as District Executive for Western Canada.  He has also served as an Extension Consultant in Prairie Star and Central Midwest districts.  He assumed the large congregations portfolio in 1999. Stefan and Cindy, his wife of twenty-one years, live in Winnipeg with their two daughters, Brandis and Heather.

You are invited to remain at the conclusion of the lecture for a discussion of the Keynote Address.

ARTHUR M. JUDY LECTURE: Rev. Carol Hepokoski, "The Place of Ethical Faith"

Saturday, 9:00 a.m., Plaza

The Arthur Markley Judy Foundation was established in 1923 by the Iowa Unitarian Association, a predecessor of the Prairie Star District, to assure speakers of repute at each annual conference on issues of religious, philosophical, and scientific significance.  The foundation is named for the Rev. Arthur Markley Judy, minister of First Unitarian Church in Davenport, Iowa, from 1881 to 1907.  He was secretary of the Iowa Unitarian Association from 1885 to 1892 and president from 1896 to 1906.  Prairie Star District has continued the tradition and offers the Arthur M. Judy Memorial Lecture at each annual conference.
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The Rev. Carol Hepokoski is the Assistant Professor of Religious Ethics at Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago.  Prior to joining the faculty in 1998, she served as a minister with congregations in Virginia, Minnesota, Ames, Iowa, and Houghton, Michigan.  Doctoral work in Interdisciplinary Studies at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkely, CA, prepared her for her current teaching position, which reaches across the curriculum focusing on ethics, ministry, and feminist studies. She writes in the areas of environmental and professional ethics and she nurtures eco-justice organizing within the academic and broader communities. She and her husband, musician John Berquist, live in Chicago with their two teenage sons and a dog.  They spend summers at their cabin in northern Minnesota. 

You may join a discussion of the Judy Lecture in Workshop A-1, beginning at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, in the Plaza.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

Sunday morning, 2:00 a.m.

April 6th is the first Sunday in April, thus we will be losing an hour for Daylight Savings Time.  Remember to turn your clock ahead one hour when you go to bed Saturday night!

CONFERENCE BOOKSTORE

Friday, 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Verona

Delegates overwhelmingly passed the following resolution that was made at the 2002 General Assembly by Denise Davidoff.  Come play your role in helping make it come true!  "We urge brother and sister UUs to each buy two Beacon Press books during 2002-3, and continue that spiritual practice thereafter."  The bookstore can be found directly off of the Atrium.

EXHIBITS

Friday, 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Atrium Balcony

Stop by the exhibits to learn more about the Prairie Star District and other programs of interest.  In the exhibit area you'll find for sale jewelry, clothing, note cards, and other interesting ware.

WALK THE LABYRINTH/TOUR THE FIRST UU CHURCH

Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., First UU Church

Take a break from the conference and try out the labyrinth. Instructions and information provided. All are welcome and you can't do it wrong!   Or come to see the newly remodeled First UU Church building.  See handout for more details.

WELCOME YOUTH

We are pleased to welcome youth to the Prairie Star District Annual Conference.  A space for youth to socialize has been set aside on Friday, from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. in a room off the Atrium.  A separate youth schedule is included in their packets and many of the activities will be taking place at First UU Church of Rochester. 

PRAIRIE STAR DISTRICT BUSINESS MEETING

Saturday, 5:00 p.m., Plaza

At the Prairie Star District Business Meeting congregational delegates will hear reports from the District President, District Executive, UUA Trustee, and others, will consider the District budget, and will elect District officials.  In order to vote you must be a delegate from your congregation.  Delegates will receive a sticker for their nametag when they check in.  

JAM SESSION

Saturday, 10:00 p.m., Plaza

Play an instrument?  Like to sing?  Looking for another opportunity to meet other UUs?  Come join others in this unstructured jam session.   

ENTERTAINMENT

Following the Banquet, Saturday evening, Atrium

The four women who are the Kindred Spirits have made music together for five years.  Band members are Lynn Harstad on guitar and penny whistle; Valerie McCook playing flute, banjo, and brass guitar; Joan Verdegan on violin and keyboard; and Lisa Wilhelm on mandolin and guitar.  The band sings and plays an eclectic mix of music from sacred to pop, classical to bluegrass, folk songs to blues.  While much of their singing is a capella, the Kindred Spirits also enjoy accompanying their vocals with non-traditional instruments, such as the hammered dulcimer, bodhran and ukulele (not to mention taxi horn, duck call, and kazoo).  Based in Chatfield, MN, the Kindred Spirits have performed at churches, coffeehouses, and community functions throughout southeastern Minnesota.

WORSHIP SERVICES

· Friday, 9:45 p.m., Plaza

Rev. Suzanne Owens-Pike, adjunct minister at the First UU church of Rochester will lead a meditative workshop service focusing on peace.

· Sunday, 9:30 a.m., Mayo Civic Center

Rev. Dillman Baker-Sorrells, minister for the past 10 1/2 years at the First Unitarian Universalist church of Rochester, Minnesota, will lead the workship service, entitled "Our Churches: Order in the Midst of Chaos." The worship service will include music from the Conference Choir, directed by Rochester's music co-director Joe Mish.  Connie Schuelka and Allan Bishop, both from Rochester, will play the piano and oboe, respectively. 

· Saturday, 9:15 p.m., Plaza

Come celebrate and worship together with the youth of our district.  See what they have planned for us! 

DIRECTIONS TO THE CIVIC CENTER

Follow the signs to the skyway, cross over 2nd Street, continue straight until you can't get any further, then turn right and go straight until you hit the Mayo Civic Center.  The ballroom is at the bottom of the stairs/elevator.
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