



YOUTH AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

There are many benefits to scheduling a Youth Conference in conjunction with the Annual Conference:  

1. It promotes intergenerational interaction.

2. It gives youth and adults the opportunity to see that Youth are part of the District.

3. It encourages the blending of youth into Young Adult activities after high school.

The ideal arrangement for Youth at the Annual Conference is that the Youth Group at the host church work together with the Conference Committee, starting in Fall before the Conference, to cover the items listed below.  Presumably at least one member of the Youth Group would sit on the Conference Committee, and one member of the Conference Committee would attend conference planning meetings of the Youth Group.  It would be best to have been sure ahead of time that the Conference date does not include the host church's spring break dates.  Too many families leave town at this time, and then there's no one to host the youth.

If the host church does not have an active Youth Group, or if that Youth Group is unwilling to plan for the Youth Conference, the host church should contact YAC leaders to discuss alternative arrangements.  If YAC is willing to take responsibility, a member of the Conference Committee will need to be designated the primary liaison with YAC to assure that all concerns are handled.  A third alternative would be for a separate group within the host church, such as the RE Committee, to arrange the Youth Conference.  

If the host church Conference Committee cannot identify a responsible group to arrange details of the Youth Conference by January 1 before the Conference, it should notify YAC that no Youth Conference will be held that year in conjunction with the Annual Conference, and notice to that effect should appear on the Conference publicity.  YAC officers may still choose to meet during the conference weekend, but they will then be responsible for making all their own arrangements.

Registration policies  

Youth who register less than a week before the conference must find their own adult sponsor for sleeping at the church, or stay at the hotel with their parents or another designated adult.

YAC officers whose registration is being paid by PSD should indicate this by checking the box on the Youth Registration form.

Suggested Youth Conference General Schedule

Friday night:  Attend opening ceremony, return to church for pizza and sleep.

Saturday a.m.(at church):  YAC officers meet.  Others plan Saturday evening worship for whole conference or attend a conference workshop.


Alternative:  Officers and youth meet as a “committee of the whole” to work on YAC issues and plan worship.

Saturday noon:  lunch at church

Saturday afternoon & evening:  Attend conference workshops and banquet, lead worship.

Saturday night:  Return to church for “party” and sleep.

Sunday morning:  Breakfast at church, pack, clean up church; attend Conference worship




GENERAL QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED

This is a checklist of items to be covered either by the hosting church, the hosting youth group, YAC officers, or adult sponsors.  The responsibilities will be divided according to the particular host church situation.  

Compose Youth Registration form

Compose Youth Conference description and schedule (official YAC meeting?)

Compose Registration confirmation and follow-up information


Bring sleeping bag


Cash needed during the weekend

Arrangements for church space; rules, guidelines, requirements, etc.

Registered youth (as of one week before conference):


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Supervising adults who are sleeping at the church (at least one for every five youth):


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Meals at church:


Friday arrival snack


Friday pizza (order or cook?)


Saturday breakfast


Saturday lunch


Sunday breakfast

Transportation between church and hotel


Friday evening (early and late)


Saturday afternoon


Saturday night


Sunday morning





YOUTH REGISTRATION

Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Email address

Home church & Phone number

Total fee enclosed:  
_________________________________________________________

YAC officer registration paid by PSD?   _____________

Special needs:

