Multigenerational Conference Guidelines 
It is expected that the Prairie Star District Annual Conference will be multigenerational; that there will be appropriate activities during all parts of the conference for all age groups. The weekend is to be a mix: some parts of the Conference must be planned for all age groups together; other parts of the Conference may have separate activities specifically aimed at different age groups.
Programming 

Pre-School Children and Infants
Childcare must be offered for children under the age of five during all activities of the Conference that are not appropriate for them to attend. 
School Age Children

Some Conference activities should be planned so that children in grades kindergarten to six may comfortably attend with their families. During activities that are not appropriate for this age, there must be supervision, activities, and educational programming planned specifically for them. 
Youth 

Youth (grades seven to twelve) must be integrated into the conference activities. Youth programming will include youth participation in at least the designated multigenerational activities of the conference and some of the conference meals. Some youth activities may be separate from those of the adults and children attending the conference and may take place in a separate location such as the local congregation’s building or a social justice agency. The congregational host may offer youth the opportunity to sleep at their building. Separate activities for youth including sleeping at the church may be designated a “Con”, but it will be a PSD sponsored Con following PSD rules and having the same theme as the Annual Conference theme. 
Sponsors

Youth attendees of the Annual Conference must have an adult sponsor who is attending the conference. 
Scholarships 

Youth can apply for Annual Conference Scholarships.  

Working with Children and Youth 

It is District policy that background checks are required for adult leaders working directly with children and youth at District sponsored events.

Budget 

The conference budget should include 

· registration fees for children and youth, if any

· expenses for background checks, childcare, child programming, and youth programming 
· all child and youth meals even if they are provided separately from adult meals or off site.

Registration
Youth and children should use the same registration system as used for all other conference participants. Additional questions can be added to the registration form if needed for special youth or child only activities. 
Child and Youth registration will require two forms: a Conference Registration Form and a Permission Form. 
· Child Permission Forms (signed by parents or guardians) will include parental contact information, parental permission to attend, and emergency health information.
· Youth permission forms (signed by parents or guardians) are required for all youth attendees. The youth permission form will request the name of the adult sponsor and contact information, parental permission to attend, and emergency health information. The youth permission form will also require signed agreement by the youth to abide by  District Youth Guidelines.

Appendix A

Guidelines for Youth Annual Conference Attendees

· Each youth attendee must have an adult sponsor from their congregation who is attending the Conference. 

· We encourage all members of our community to voice opinions, objections, or concerns at any time. 

· People and property are to be respected. 

· The activities below are NOT permitted under any circumstances: 

Smoking 

Using alcohol or drugs (with exception of prescriptions) 

Engaging in violent, inappropriate, sexual, demeaning, derogatory, or offensive behavior 

Each youth attendee must agree to follow the guidelines. 
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